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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Watertown Humane
Society is to provide for the lost, homeless, *
neglected and abused animals of the City of 4
Watertown and surrounding communities it
contracts with, and to educate and enlighten
the public regarding animal welfare.

* $ * .
Current Shelter Hours 4 15)
Monday 12 to 6 p.m. 69:* *
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 12 to 5 p.m. 9 * 4
Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. ‘55 + x kK 4

We are closed on
Thursdays, Sundays, & Holidays




The Watertown Humane Society is currently selling both “Mr. Z's Pizzas” and ‘Suzy’s
Cheesecakes”. Twelve-inch twin packs of frozen pizzas sell for $15 and are available in the
following flavors: sausage and mushroom, pepperoni, sausage only, and cheese only. These
pizzas are “Mr. Z's” classic thin crust pizzas.

“Suzy’s Cheesecakes” are a favorite dessert in this area, and flavors available for this event
include: chocolate chip, key lime, strawberry, and cherries jubilee cheesecakes for $16, and a
turtle cheesecake for $17. Also available for the holidays is a “pumpkin roll” for $16. All
cheesecakes are twelve inch rounds and weigh 28 ounces. The pumpkin roll is like a cake roll,
and serves 13.

This special fund-raising event is running at the Watertown Humane Society Shelter from
November 9" through November 27". Call the Shelter at (920) 261 1270 to place your order,
or come to get a packet of information to sell the pizzas and cheesecakes for us. You may
also place your order with members of the Board of Directors of the Humane Society. Both
items make it easy to stock your freezer with a quick meal and a delicious dessert for holiday
visitors.
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Whiskers Poupon Max Bette
These cats and dogs have been at the Shelter for nearly a year--won't you please check out
their information on our website <www.watertownhumanesociety.org. or come to the Shelter to
visit? They would love a new home for Christmas!
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What do you think when you hear the words “pit bull? Do you think of an aggressive, man-eating
canine responsible for hundreds of unprovoked attacks on humans? Unfortunately for the breed, this is
the common misconception. Once one of the most loved and admired American breeds, irresponsible
owners and a negative portrayal by the media have given “pit bulls” a bad reputation. However, people
that truly know and understand “pit bulls” will tell you that they are goofy, lovable, and extremely loyal
companions that are completely misunderstood by the public today.

To start, when discussing “pit bulls”, we are not referring to just a single breed. The term “pit bull”
generally applies to a group of large terriers approximately between 40 to 80 pounds, characterized by
wide skulls, muscular bodies, and powerful jaws. The three breeds that are most commonly associated
with the label “pit bull” are the American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, and
Staffordshire Bull Terrier. Occasionally, “pit bull” is used to address the Bull Terrier, Miniature Bull
Terrier, and American Bulldog as well.

Although each group has slightly different
ancestry, most “pit bulls” are descendants of
bulldogs. Their start can be traced back to the
British Isles where bulldogs were primarily bred
to be used in the sport of baiting. In this
inhumane “sport” dogs were trained to fight
large animals such as bulls, bears, and lions by
attacking them in the head and face until the
animal was exhausted from either fighting or
loss of blood. Due to public concerns and
complaints about animal cruelty, blood sports
involving dogs were outlawed in England in the
early 1800’s. Left without a “job” the bulldog
needed to find a new purpose. People began
to cross the bulldogs with terriers, possibly the
now extinct Old English Terrier of the Black and
e o Tan Terrier, to use in rodent control. This
Pictured above is the author, Rachelle Meyer, created a dog with the courage and strength of
with Bronx (adopted from Dodge County the Bulldog and the athleticism, tenacity, and
Humane Society) and Alize' (adopted from prey drive of the Terrier.

Watertown).
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This new breed of dog, known as the Bull and Terrier or the Half and Half made its way to America
where it continued to excel in vermin control and illegal dog fighting.

Some people still occasionally fought their “pit bulls” illegally, but most began to lead more peaceful
lives in American homes as companion dogs and on farms as working dogs. They were put to work as
hog-catching dogs, guardians of livestock and rodent exterminators. Because of their friendly nature
toward people they were not naturally good guard dogs against human intruders, but it was discovered
that they did have a natural ability for protecting homes and livestock from dangerous animals. At this
time they also became the symbol of patriotism used on recruiting and propaganda posters during
World War I. One “pit bull” named Stubby even earned the rank of sergeant, receiving two medals for
acts of bravery and heroism.

“Pit bulls” made their way from fighting to becoming great companion and all purpose working dogs. So
what happened? Around the second half of the 20" century, mostly due to the portrayal of the media,
their reputation began to change. Fighting pictures were printed making “pit bulls” look vicious and
intimidating. This made the “pit bull” attractive to the wrong kind of owner. They began to be very
popular among criminals that still participated in illegal dog fighting or among people that just wanted
them to look tough.

This is a trend that remains true to the present day. Many people still obtain them for “status” or for the
purpose of intimidation. People think that their tough exteriors make them good for personal protection.
The problem...these dogs are not a guardian breed. “Pit bulls” were bred to be aggressive towards
animals NOT people. There are no facts to prove that dogs that may be aggressive towards other
animals have an aggression towards people as well. Any “pit bull” that shows unprovoked aggression
toward humans is NOT typical of the breed. The results from the American Temperament Test Society
prove this with 85.3% of American Pit Bull Terriers passing testing, rating even higher than one of
America’s most popular family dogs, the Golden Retriever.

Unfortunately due to their history, some “pit bulls” may be dog aggressive. It doesn’t necessarily mean
that they will attack other dogs unprovoked but if another dog picks a fight with them, it is in their nature
to not back down. This is very common among any Terrier breed but doesn’'t mean every one will have
this characteristic. With positive exposure and interaction many of today’s pits live peacefully with other
dogs and cats as well. It helps to raise them with other animals as puppies, but really the key to a
successful relationship with other animals is proper socialization.

The media still demonizes “pit bulls” in news stories today, which is another obstacle “pit bulls” are still
overcoming in redeeming their reputation. Coverage is often filled with misinformation or lacking in
details and plays on the public’s fears and misunderstanding of the breed. The media focuses on the
negative and few exceptions of the breed rather than portray the positive. Rarely does the public get to
hear the stories of all the “pit bulls” that save lives. “Pit bulls” are now commonly used as therapy dogs
in all capacities, even working with kids. They are known to be so good with kids in fact, that they
actually earned themselves the nickname of “nanny dogs” in England. They are also used as search
and rescue dogs, and in police work as narcotic and bomb sniffing dogs.

Right now “pit bulls” are the number one bred dog in the United States and the estimated population is
around 3 million. The sad truth however is that only approximately 1 out of every 600 will find homes.
The other 599, including puppies, face euthanasia. “Pit bulls” account for about 40 to 60% of the dog
population in shelters in large cities and about 33% on the national average. The estimated euthanasia
rate in shelters for “pit bulls” is an astounding 93% mostly due to the fact that 75% of shelters
nationwide euthanize pits on arrival without even giving them a chance or consideration for adoption.
“Pit bulls”, once fighting other animals to survive, are now fighting the public for their right to live.
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There is no such thing as a “bad dog”. The public often forgets that ultimately owners are, or should
be responsible for their dog’s behavior. If owners choose not to properly train and socialize their dog,
there is a good chance that their dog will display undesirable behavior. Dogs, like children, need
guidance and leadership to become responsible members of society. “Pit bulls” are victims of bad
owners and punishing the breed does absolutely nothing to hold the negligent owner accountable. So
before jumping on the breed legislation band wagon or the witch hunt against “pit bulls”, know the facts.
Remember that “pit bulls” were once a loved and respected, All-American breed that has gained an
undeserved bad reputation. They desperately need the public’s help in changing prejudice. No more
“pit bulls” should be killed out of ignorance or fear.

Editor’'s note: Rachelle would like to dedicate this article to her first adopted pit bull, Tonka. Rachelle
says, “His unwavering trust in me and devoted loyalty is the reason | became a pit bull advocate. After
spending a majority of his life at Watertown Humane Society | felt | was the only one who truly
understood him and welcomed him into my home. He was forever grateful and was my ultimate
"mamas boy". Rachelle’s love of the breed has spilled over to family members, adding that her mother
has an adopted pit from WHS, and her father recently adopted a pit bull as well.
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Other Names to Note:
WHS Shelter Manager: Doreen Smart WHS Kennel Supervisor:Rachelle Mayer

Watertown Humane Society Board of Directors
Beth Boyer-Ryan Meghan Heili Darlene Hesse Laurie Hoffmann
Karen Koenig Katie Osborne Sarah Parys Georgia Stoltz




Shelter Wish List

Cat Litter, non-scoopable Cat Food (preferably “Pu  rina”)
Kitten Chow (also “Purina) Oatmeal (plain)

Laundry soap (HE) & dryer sheets Soaps (dish, dishw  asher, hand)
Bleach Scrubber sponges

Trash bags (“tall “* &heavy duty)

“Jungle Jake” cleaner (available at Farm & Fleet)

Pig’s Ears or “Bully Sticks” for dogs (made in Americ a, please)

Dog and Cat toys (squeaky toys, Nylabones, Kongs)

Gift cards from area grocery stores and Wal-Mart

Gas Cards (for van to transport animals for medical care)

Office supplies, including STAMPS, post-it notes,t  ape, pens, pencils, #10
white envelopes, PAPER (white & pink, blue, canary  yellow, green)

*** MONTHLY DOG WASH * * *

Save money on grooming costs while helping to provide for our shelter! WHS hosts a
monthly Dog Wash from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm the third Sunday of every month. Please
check this page for any cancellations or postponements due to events occurring out of our
control prior to attending this event.

All dogs are bathed in an indoor tub with special shampoos and coat conditioners. Your
pooch is towel or blown dry with our special high powered dryers and brushed. An optional
nail trim is available. At no additional cost, each and every pup is provided with a big hug
before being returned to their happy, waiting owners!

Call 920-261-1270 to schedule your pup’s appointmen  t.

REQUESTED DONATIONS:

Under 20 Ibs = $15.00 20-50 Ibs = $20.00

51-75 Ibs = $25.00 76 lbs & up = $35.00

Nail Trim = $10.00

What is Microchipping and Why Is It Important?
By Doreen Smart, Manager, Watertown Humane Society Shelter

Microchipping, used for domestic animals, is where a small microchip approximately the
size of a grain of rice is implanted under the skin between the shoulder blades of a dog
or in the same general area of a cat, a little below the neck level. This microchip
contains a unique pre-programmed code that can be identified and read by a handheld
scanner. Veterinarians, animal shelters, and some breed rescues own these scanners.
The scanners are “universal”, meaning they will detect the microchip from any of the
microchipping companies.

This pre-programmed code will be registered with the microchip company’s network
database. The information that the database has is nationwide and will have your




Continued: What is Microchipping and Why Is It Impo rtant?

name, address, phone/cell numbers, and your pet’s name along with a description of
that pet.

At the Watertown Humane Society Shelter we actually use two microchip companies:
Home Again and 24PetWatch. We will be more than happy to microchip your pet dog
or cat by just calling the Shelter at (920) 261-1270 to make an appointment. The
procedure itself takes only seconds, after we are able to get your pet calm enough to
inject the chip.

Microchipping is done with a 20 gauge needle; the chip itself is already placed into the
needle by the microchip company. The person who is going to be injecting the chip will
scruff the animal’s extra skin by its neck, making a small pocket in the shoulder-blade
area and then will poke the animal with the needle as giving him or her a vaccination.
Most dogs and cats will not react to the procedure because it is done very quickly.
Some dogs will let out a whine or two, and most cats are very brave and will just let out
a meow. You might feel a slight swelling of the skin where the microchip went in, and
your pet may bleed a bit or develop a scab over the injection site.

If you are thinking that you will never lose your dog because he/she never leaves the
yard, or that your cat never goes outside because he/she is an “inside only” cat...well,
we hear that a lot from pet owners who come to reclaim their pets. They just don’t
understand that “Gunner” left his yard, because he has never done that before, or that
their cat “Sunshine” has never tried going outside before. Then we will be told that
“Sunshine” slipped out because the furniture delivery guys forgot to shut the front door.
Best to be safe, rather than sorry, so why not microchip “Gunner” and “Sunshine” so
that you have that comfort that they are microchipped while you are worrying about
them being on the loose.

90% of the animals at the Watertown Humane society come to us as strays, and only
10% of those strays are ever reclaimed by their owners. The importance of getting your
beloved pet microchipped is having your information attached to that awesome, pre-
programmed code so that we can reunite you and your pet. We pull out our handheld
scanner, scan your stray pet and when that code comes up on the scanner, we call the
microchip company who gives us your name, phone number, address, and your pet’s
name. The next step is to call you to inform you that we have “Sunshine” and she is
safe. The happiest stories that we are able to tell is when we can reunite a pet owner
with their beloved pet.

Whether your dog or cat is microchipped or not and they end up becoming lost, please
contact your local animal shelter and the authorities to place a “Lost Pet Report” so that
we can try our best to reunite you with your pet. Losing a pet and not being reunited is
a heart-breaking situation. Just imagine what is going through that animal’s mind if you
are driving yourself crazy with worry. Please help your pet by getting him or her
microchipped so he or she can come home sooner.



~ Become a MEMBER ~ of the Watertown Humane Society

Please RENEW your membership or join the Watertown Humane Society. We are a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and your membership dues and any donations are not
only greatly appreciated, they are tax deductible for you! Membership is

January 1 to December 31.

GUARDIAN ANGEL FUND DONATION (This fund helps injured/sick animals)
$20 $35 $50 $75 $100

DOG RUN SPONSOR ($100.00 donation per year)

* Inscription on Dog Run Plaque to read:

CAT CAGE SPONSOR ($50.00 donation per year)
* Inscription on Cat Cage Plaque to read:

BRICK MEMORIAL ($50.00 donation)
* Inscription on Brick to read:

DONATIONS/MEMBERSHIPS:

DATE NEW  RENEWAL _ PAST ADOPTER___
Junior (Under 17) $10.00

Individual $20.00

Senior (age 55 and over) $15.00

Family $30.00

Organization or Business $50.00

Corporate (25+ Employees) $75.00

Name

Address

City State
Zip

Telephone ( ) E-Mail

Send checks or Mastercard/Discover/Visa to:
Watertown Humane Society
418 Water Tower Court, Watertown, WI| 53094

Card# Expiration
Date

Signature

MISSION STATEMENT: To provide for the lost, homeless, neglected and abused animals of the
City of Watertown and the surrounding communities it contracts with, and to educate and
enlighten the public regarding animal welfare.

Make a difference — Become a volunteer!  WHS depends on the support of
committed, caring people to volunteer time, talent, energy and love on behalf of our
shelter animals. Applications for volunteering are available at the Humane Society.
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